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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Love, Kindness 
and Generosity

Pope Francis states beautifully 
in The Joy of the Gospel, 114 
that,  “The Church must be a 

place of mercy freely given, where 
everyone can feel welcomed, loved, 
forgiven and encouraged to live the 
good life of the Gospel.” 
The Year of Mercy has been 

described as an invitation—an 
invitation to love, kindness, and 
unbounded generosity. 
Over the past several months I have 

had both the honor and privilege to 
witness and participate in several 
events that exemplify our principles 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 
This Council and Parish have 

responded in huge measure to the 
Year of Mercy invitation to love, 
kindness, and unbounded generosity. 
Here are some examples: 
Pro Life Baby Shower: The 

members the Knights of Columbus,  
St. Stephen Pro Life Ministry 
were overwhelmed and humbled 
by the tremendous outpouring of 
generosity displayed by our Parish 
during our two weekends Pro Life 
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It Was A Very Special Day

On April 8, the first annual 
Special Olympic Field Day 
IncrediBULL Games were 
held at Bloomingdale High 

School. Over 100 special needs students 
from area high schools and middle schools 
participated in 17 Track and Field events. 
Thirteen Knights and wives from 

our council were there to support this 
inagural event, helping with the event 
set-up, assisting with the various events, 
distributing water, handing out medals and 
helping tear down after the event. 
Our council also contributed $250 to 

defray some of the expenses, but more 

importantly the Council was there to 
support some of our most vulnerable 
citizens. The joy expressed by these special 
needs kids when they received their medals 
was an immediate payback for all those 
who were able to assist. Special thanks to 
Bill and May Jo Smith for introducing 
the Council to this event. Also, special 
thanks to Grand Knight, Mark Lovejoy 
and Brother Knights, Jerry Coffey, Glen 
Gervais, Mike Grogan, Bob Haley, John 
Laughman, Mike Fabbro, Chris Lewis, 
Chris Kline, Jim Pryor, and Ed and Mary 
Veronick. This event will certainly be on 
our calendar for many years to come! V
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The Journey To The Inn
AS WE FOCUS ON BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH, NOW 
IS THE TIME TO PREPARE OUR PARISHES TO WELCOME THE 
HOLY FAMILY
By Carl A. Anderson

Baby Shower held January 16-17 
and 23-24. 
On Monday January 25, our Pro 

Life Team loaded three truck loads 
of ddiapers, diaper bags, baby 
bottles, training cups, receiving 
blankets, onesies, burping clothes, 
strollers, and other various items 
and delivered them to Life Care of 
Brandon, Life Care of South Shore 
and The Knights Women’s Center. 
These items, valued at over $7,500, 
helped to keep our local pregnancy 
centers operating. 
Annual Tootsie Roll Drive: The 

members the Knights of Columbus, 
Columbiettes and Squires again 
experienced another outpouring of 
generosity displayed by our Parish 
during our two weekend Tootsie Roll 
Fund Raiser held February 27-28 and 
March 5-6. This event was to support 
Citizens with Disabilities. As a result 
of your efforts we were able to make 
meaningful donation to Special 
Olympics, the Morning Star School, 
and Camp Able. 

Pro Life Tent Sale: In another 
unifying Parish-wide event, the 
members the Knights of Columbus 
St. Stephen Pro Life Ministry, the 
Columbiettes, and the Community 
for Women, witnessed the awesome 
outpouring of generosity displayed 
by our Parish during our Pro Life 
Tent Sale. 
This event, held on April 1-2, 

grossed $7,000 through your 
hard work and generosity and 
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For many centuries, one of the most 
effective means of evangelization 
was the dramatization of events 
recounted in the New Testament. 

During the Middle Ages these reenactments 
became known as “mystery” or “passion” 
plays. The most famous of these has been 
performed every 10 years since 1634 in the 
Bavarian town of Oberammergau. During 
the 17th and 18th centuries, Franciscan 
missionaries used similar performances 
to great effect in transmitting the faith to 
the native peoples of New Spain. One of 
the most popular became known as Las 
Posadas — meaning “the Inns” or “the 
Shelters.”
Today, thousands of parishes throughout 

Mexico continue this tradition and 
celebrate the Posada during Advent. Each 
year, millions of Mexican children together 
with their parents retrace the steps of Mary 
and Joseph in search of a room at the inn. 
In many parishes the Posada is celebrated 
with hymns, a rosary, piñatas and a meal.
Several years ago, as part of our effort 

to reach out to Hispanic communities, 
we began promoting Posada celebrations 
through our councils. The program became 
so popular that last year we adapted it for 
use by all parishes and published a booklet 
titled Journey to the Inn: An Advent 
Celebration.
In my Columbia column this past 

January, I wrote that our youth need a 
stronger relationship with their parish and 
that parishes need more effective youth 
programs. I also asked that as part of our 
Building the Domestic Church While 
Strengthening Our Parish initiative, grand 
knights meet with pastors to discuss how 
their council can support parish-based 
youth activities.
For decades, one of our most successful 

programs has been “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” The challenge seems to grow 

each year as social 
and commercial 
pressures make it 
more difficult to 
keep the reason 
for the season 
foremost in our 
minds. And no 
one is more 
vulnerable to 
these pressures 
than our 
children and our 
grandchildren.
So this year, as part of our Building the 

Domestic Church While Strengthening Our 
Parish initiative, I ask our councils to bring 
our parish families together with Mary and 
Joseph on the journey to the inn.
Where this tradition does not already exist 

in a parish I ask that our grand knights 
discuss with their pastors the possibility of 
the local council sponsoring such a program 
during Advent and getting it scheduled on 
the parish calendar now.
Where the parish already celebrates such 

an event, the council can offer its assistance 
to involve more families or to combine it 
with a council-sponsored meal or charitable 
event for the children.
Why has the Posadabeen so popular? 

I think it is because it teaches each new 
generation that the Holy Family is not some 
abstraction or ideal, but an actual family 
that daily faced the difficulties of real life. 
In accompanying Mary and Joseph as they 
search for shelter, the Posada teaches the 
fundamental lesson that the Holy Family 
truly accompanies us.
Moreover, in accompanying the Holy 

Family to the inn and in offering Mary and 
Joseph a helping hand, we discover that we 
have been gathered together and called as a 

CLICK HERE to read the full article online



©  Copyright 2016 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

with the seemingly limitless help 
of other ministries such as, the  
St. Stephen Men’s Club, the Divine 
Mercy Ministry, the Legion of 
Mary Ministry and the Society of  
St. Vincent De Paul. 
Proceeds in the amount of $6,600 

were donated to the Knights 
Women’s Center (Catholic Charities) 
at 2002 E. Fletcher Ave, Tampa for 
their ultrasound program. Many 
families will benefit from this 
generosity! This money is being put 
to good use to ensure that our centers 
remain operating to help the most 
vulnerable.

Special Olympics: On April 8, the 
first annual Special Olympic Field 
Day IncrediBULL Games were held 
at Bloomingdale High School. Over 
100 Special Needs students from 
Bloomingdale High School, Plant 
City High School, East Bay High 
School, Newsome High School, 
Burns Middle School, and Guinta 
Middle participated in 17 track and 
field events. 
Your Council, with participation of 

13 Knights and wives, was there to 
support this effort. We helped with 
the event set-up, assisted with the 
various events, distributed water, 
handed out medals and helped tear 
down after the event. 
Also, we contributed $250 to 

defray some of the expenses, but 
more importantly you where there to 
support some of our most vulnerable 
citizens. The joy expressed by 
these Special Needs kids when 
they received their medals was an 
immediate payback for all those who 
were able to assist. 
Thank You for answering The Year 

of Mercy invitation to love, kindness, 
and unbounded generosity. V
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The annual Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner 
is an event unlike any 
other at St. Stephen. 

This family gathering recognizes 
our clergy and religious for the 
great spiritual work they do for 
us and our Parish family.
This year, the Clergy 

Appreciation Dinner will be 
held on Friday April 22nd, 2016 
from 7:00pm-9:00pm. in the 
church multipurpose room.
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084 of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church, we encourage everyone and their 
families & friends to show your support 
and have our home made spaghetti and 
meatball dinner. 
Tickets are $10 per adult and $5 for 

Children under 12 and will be on sale after 
all the Masses the weekends of April 9th-
10th and April 16th-17th. You will also 
be able to purchase tickets at the door on 
April 22nd.  The monies raised form this 
great effort will go to Saint Vincent DePaul 

Society, which serves over 600 families 
during the Holidays.
To make this event even more fun, there 

will be a question and answer period for our 
Clergy. The questions have to be submitted 
before the dinner: things like their “Favorite 
Color”, “Favorite Movie”, “When did they 
hear the call from God?” We are going to 
have a surprise moderator as well.  Please 
submit your questions to grandknight@
kofc14084.org. V

Clergy Appreciation Dinner

St. Stephens Catholic Church is 
blessed to have such love and 
support from our local Knights of 
Columbus St. Stephen 

Council 14084.  Each week 
the Parishioners of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church have an 
opportunity as a community 
of faith and learning, to pray 
upon this declaration of love 
and for all those contemplating 
God’s Call. It makes Christ’s 
sacrifice in and through the 
Eucharist present for all to 
see and consider how Christ 
may be calling men to a life 
of serving HIM. Through this Vocations 
Chalice program may our faith awaken 

God’s call to serve HIM.
   If you are interested in receiving the 

Chalice and taking it home for one week  
and to pray for Vocations 
please email William 
Ruppert at Church@
kofc14084.org or william.
ruppert@icloud.com. 
   The Chalice will be 

presented to you at the 
Mass that you attend and 
then returned the following 
week.  Our Parish has been 
blessed over the years with 
many who have been called 
to serve and it has all been 

due to the prayers that we offer. V

A Declaration of Love
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
Mark Lovejoy

Deputy Grand Knight 
John Berrie 

Chancellor   
Bruce Czaja

Warden 
James Pryor

Advocate   
Julio Alvarez

Lecturer
Frank Wuco

Recorder   
Paul Spinler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
Mike Grogan

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mike Formato 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards  
Bob Murray  

Rich Sarnowski 
Bob Murray

St. Stephen Columbiettes Auxiliary 
14084 has been very active on the 
“Volunteer Front” during its 2015-
2016 fiscal year.  Here are a few 

highlights of the many activities that kept 
our auxiliary busy.
In Service to our Brother Knights we gave 

out Tootsie Rolls and collected donations for 
the handicapped on two separate weekends; 
we assisted in serving the Appreciation 
BBQ for our Altar Servers; we joined our 
Brothers in a Morning of Reflection on 
the topic of “Mercy in our Ministries”; 
we attended and participated in the Blue 
Mass for those who defend and protect us 
as police, firefighters, EMTs; we attended 
and participated in the Memorial Mass 
for our deceased members; most recently 
we assisted in setting up, straightening 
up, cleaning up at the Tent Sale which 
benefitted the Knights’ Women’s Center in 
Tampa.
In Service to Our Parish we joined the 

Community for Women and the Parish 
Men’s Club by helping to prep and serve the 
Lenten Fish Fry every other Friday during 
Lent; we donated $350.00 for the purchase 
of two vestments (Rose and BVM’s) for the 
first young man of our parish to be ordained 
to the priesthood, Jonathan Stephanz; we 
are donating over $1,000.00 to the Parish 
Memorial Fund toward the Crucifix over 

Main Altar; we sponsored our Second 
Annual Bunco for Charity and anticipate 
donating a portion of our proceeds to APA 
and the remainder to other Charities of our 
parish or community.  
In Service to Our Community we collected 

personal items for women and baby articles 
on a monthly basis for The Spring, a shelter 
for battered women.
In service to the Columbiettes, we are very 

proud to say that we admitted seven new 
women to our Auxiliary as First Degree 
Candidates this year.  We anticipate many 
of our current 21 First Degree Members to 
make their Major Degree during the months 
of April and June. V

Columbiettes In Action



©  Copyright 2016 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 
Chris Klein

membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

John Berrie
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 
Gerry Coffey  

community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Bruce Czaja
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

John Berrie  
squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Lecturer 
Frank Wuco 

lector@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 
Ed Sleyzak

Scott Huetteman
communications@kofc14084.org

Pro Life Yard Sale A Winner

A big thank you to everyone 
who showed up to support the  
St. Stephen Community Tent 
Sale held on April 1st and 

2nd.  It wouldn’t have been a success 
without you! Charity, Unity, Fraternity 
the principles of our Order, were truly 
exemplified during this event. 
Our Brothers Knights along with other 

ministries graciously donated their time, 
talent and treasures and supported the 
Respect Life Team, in raising close to 
$7,000. The proceeds will go to the 
Knight’s Women’s Center on Fletcher 
Ave, three doors down from the abortion 

mill and Foundations for Life Pregnancy 
Centers. This money will be put to good use 
to ensure that our centers remain operating 
to help the most vulnerable. These centers 
have been extremely successful helping 
women in unplanned pregnancies choose 
life for their babies through counseling and 
free ultrasound imaging. 
As Knights and Catholic Gentlemen, we 

have a duty and responsibility to advance 
a culture of life and you DID make a 
difference!  Please continue making and 
difference and come out and join us for our 
monthly prayer vigils and all other Respect 
Life events. V
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Cirello

Faithful Captain 
S/K John Montaldo  

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mike Grogan  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Steve Haines 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak 

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak

S/K Mark Lovejoy

S/K John Berrie

Admiral 
S/K Julio Alvarez

Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Larry Evers 

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Mike Formato

At the meeting 
on April 6th, 
Rick Hughes 
brought up the 

fact that we can make Star 
Council if we meet the goal 
of 12 new members and 7 
more insurance policies. 
Reaching Star Council 

means Supreme will give us 
a $4.50 credit per billable 
member. This would let us 
keep from $1,300 to $1,500 
in our coffers which will  
help support our charitable 
work. This is an incentive 
for us to work toward adding 
new members.  
Please approach any new or existing 

parishioners for new members and transfers 
from other councils who have moved into 
our parish.
We added one new First Degree Member 

to our Brotherhood on March 19th, Pete 
Leet.
Two members stepped up to the  Second 

Degree Members on April 2nd. Paul 
Dufraine and Christian Galvan.

These are the upcoming Degrees
1st Degree Saturday April 16th  9:00am at 

St. Stephens School. 8:00 Candidates show 
up
2nd Degree May 21st  9:00am at St. 

Stephen School. 8:30 Candidates show up.
At St Stephen, we host either a First or 

Second Degree exemplification the third 
Saturday of each month unless otherwise 
notified.
3rd degree: 3 of them coming up:
1: Sat Apr 23, 2016 11:00am Council 

15231 SS Peter and Paul 2850 75th  St. 
West Bradenton
GK Mark S Gallagher 941-795-7218
2: 05/07/16 Council 12165 Christ the 

King, 812 South Mabry Hwy. Tampa 33609
GK John Bencivenga 813-505-5398
3: 05/14/16 Council 10169 Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, 7749 Canterbury Cir. Lakeland 
33810
GK William Cullen 863-644-2155
If you know anyone who is 1st degree or 

2nd Degree or have sponsored someone 
who has not advanced, then please help 
us encourage these men to move up. Once 
they are 3rd Degree, they can step up into 
the 4th Degree with our great Sir Knights.
Please step up to help our Committee 

Chairmen. We are always doing things to 
help out in the community and in our Church. 
This is what makes us the great council we 
are. Involvement is what makes sense of our 
commitment and gives us energy to function 
as charitable men. We are Knights in action, 
not just in word or title. V

Star Council Within Reach

New second degree Knights Paul Dufraine (left) and 
Christian galvin (right)

Ladies Appreciation Dinner is an event 
planned by the Family Committee. This 
event is especially appreciated by our 
wives!



Andre Angulo
Carl Asprinio
Lawrie Barroner
Leo Brubaker
Gustavo Bustamante
Dennis Cadle
Peter Card
Alex Czopek
Robert Devine
Josh Goldman
Bob Haley
Gerald Harpole
Michael Hummel
Christopher Johnson
Daniel Laughman
Jerald Meany
Edward Milius
John Montaldo
Lawrence Norton
Timothy Parker
James Pryor
Adam Radwanski
John Rutherford
Juan Segarra
Edward Smith
Jonathan Stephanz
Michael Sutko
Steven Tole

April Birthdays
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Just a ‘gentle’ reminder that we really 
need your help to make this next 
event happen.  We’re currently very 
light on responses; however, on the 

plus side we have 5 new Brother Knights 
who’ve signed on as Volunteers scheduled 
to attend Certification Training next week 
at RJS so they can work the event (one 
husband and wife team as included).   
BOTTOM LINE:  We need a large surge 

of volunteers so we can prepare without 
stress and set ourselves up to generate 
some good earnings to directly support our 
contribution to the Church 
Memorial Program. 
Please don’t hesitate...it’s 

easy to SAY YES.   That’s 
what brother Knights do.  
Email me right away at rjs@
kofc14084.org.
Additionally, if you wish 

to work but haven’t worked 
as a volunteer at RJS  and 
thus are new to the effort, 
or if you haven’t worked the 
concession in the last 3 years, 
I need to know right away 
in order to schedule you for 
attendance at the Aramark 
TEAM Training Thursday 
evening.  Slots are filling fast 
so I need to know early to 

reserve you a spot.
Don’t miss this opportunity to be part of 

an amazing concert tour while supporting 
your Knights of Columbus Council - and 
ultimately your Church. These events 
represent a significant means to raise the 
funds that support our council activities, 
donations and contributions. And what 
makes all this work is brother Knights 
stepping up and saying yes.
Show that you want to make a difference. 

SAY YES TODAY! V

The Time To Act Is NOW!

Another wild ride on Wall Street. 
If you’re tired of wondering if 
your IRA or other retirement 
savings will be there in the 

morning, call me. Our Annuities (long 
term savings, IRA, Roth IRA etc) might be 
better suited for you - guaranteed minimum 
rates, no fees, no wild rides just safe secure 
investing. 
As a member you can open up a new 

annuity ($300 minimum) or roll over your 
existing IRA’s and Roth IRA’s. Again, we 

charge NO fees 
for our annuities. 
April 15th, 2016 is 
the deadline to add 
to your existing 
or new qualified 
annuity to received 
credit on your 2015 
income tax. V 
To get more information, email Joe at 
joseph.disalvo@kofc.org or call him at 813-
340-6614

No More Wild Rides
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April 16 First Degree, St. Stephen School 9am
April 22 Clergy Appreciation Dinner
April 23 3rd Degree at Peter and Paul Council at 11:00am
April 29 RJS - Beyoncé Concert
April 30 Family Life Center Dedication
May 7 3rd Degree at Christ the King Council, Tampa
May 14 3rd Degree at St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council, Lakeland
May 15 Ladies Appreciation Dinner
May 21 Deacon Jonathan Ordination
May 22 Father Jonathan’s First Mass 11:30am
June 4 Roadside Cleanup
June 5 Graduation BBQ after LifeTeen Mass
June 17 Council’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
July 17 Day at the Rays
July 22 Installation of Officers

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.
For more information or to offer 

a contribution, visit our website 
at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 
Through the example of his life 

and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant 

the favor I now present (here 
make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Knight of the Month
Chris Lewis

Family of the Month
Randy Lee Family

It was special indeed 
for these kids - and 
the Knights and their 
families who came out 
in support for this first 
annual Special Olympic 
Field Day IncrediBULL 
Games.  


